
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 22-157 

Judge: John F. Kelliher, Jr. 

Complainant:  Deanne Tackett 

ORDER 

Complainant alleged improper demeanor by a superior court judge hearing a 
juvenile case. 

The Commission determined the judge made a mocking gesture with his 
hand during an attorney’s telephonic appearance for a hearing. The judge mimicked 
a talking puppet by opening and closing his hand while the attorney addressed the 
court. The litigant, who was the attorney’s client, was present in the courtroom and 
witnessed the disrespectful treatment of the attorney. The judge also engaged in 
improper commentary while on the bench. The commentary included monologues 
about brain function, non-verbal communication, ducks, mercy, and a “yes or no” 
coin. 

The judge’s hand gesture while a litigant’s lawyer was addressing the court 
was dismissive and disrespectful. The judge’s frequent, off-topic commentaries did 
not further any court business and unnecessarily prolonged the proceeding. These 
commentaries were likely deeply irritating to the participants present at the 
hearing and demeaned the entire proceeding. The judge’s conduct was undignified 
and eroded “public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality” of 
the court in violation of Rules 1.2 and 2.8(B).  

Accordingly, Cochise County Superior Court Judge John F. Kelliher, Jr., is 
hereby publicly reprimanded for the conduct described above and pursuant to 
Commission Rule 17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the 
judicial officer’s response, and this order shall be made public as required by 
Commission Rule 9(a).  
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Commission members Roger D. Barton and Joseph C. Kreamer did not 
participate in the consideration of this matter. 

Dated: March 30, 2023 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on March 30, 2023. 














