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The complainant alleged a superior court judge engaged in a sexual 
relationship with a court employee and took retaliatory action against that employee 
when the relationship ended.  

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine 
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of 
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and 
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take 
disciplinary action against a judicial officer. 

The Commission conducted a detailed investigation of the allegations, 
including interviews of the parties involved and other witnesses.  The evidence 
obtained was inconclusive or conflicting in nature.  Under these circumstances the 
Commission concluded it would not be able meet its evidentiary burden of clear and 
convincing evidence, as required by Commission Rule 27(f)(1), should this matter 
proceed to hearing.  The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to Commission 
Rules 16(a) and 23(a). 

Commission members Denise K. Aguilar, Roger D. Barton, Michael J. Brown, 
and Joseph C. Kreamer did not participate in the consideration of this matter. 
 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on August 25, 2023. 
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