
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 22-377 

Judge: A. Douglas LaSota 

Complainant:  Jack D. Litwak 

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a municipal court judge engaged in an ex parte 
communication in a criminal case. 

On October 13, 2022, the judge conducted a telephonic conference on the 
record in a criminal case with only the defendant’s attorney participating in the 
call. When the defendant’s attorney asked about the presence of the prosecutor, the 
judge informed the attorney that the prosecutor was “next door,” which the attorney 
understood to mean an adjacent room within hearing range. The prosecutor was in 
a different building and unaware of the telephone conference. The Commission did 
not find that the call fell into the administrative and scheduling exception to Rule 
2.9 of the Code.  

The judge’s conduct violated the following provisions of the Code of Judicial 
Conduct: 

 Rule 1.2 (Promoting Confidence in the Judiciary), which states, “A judge 
shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the 
independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid 
impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.” 

Rule 2.9(A) (Ex Parte Communications), which states, “A judge shall not 
initiate, permit, or consider ex parte communications, or consider other 
communications made to the judge outside the presence of the parties or their 
lawyers, concerning a pending or impending matter . . .” 

Accordingly, Apache Junction Municipal Court Judge A. Douglas LaSota is 
hereby publicly reprimanded for the conduct described above and pursuant to 
Commission Rule 17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the 
judicial officer’s response, and this order shall be made public as required by 
Commission Rule 9(a).  
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Commission members Denise K. Aguilar and Michael J. Brown did not 
participate in the consideration of this matter. 

Dated: August 30, 2023 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on August 30, 2023. 
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Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct 
1501 West Washington Street, Suite 229 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Telephone: (602) 452-3200 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA 
 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
 
 

Inquiry concerning 
Judge A. Douglas LaSota 
Apache Junction Municipal Court 
State of Arizona, 
 
 Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)  

 
Case No.: 22-377 
 
 
ORDER DIRECTING THE FILING 
OF A RESPONSE 

 
Respondent Judge A. Douglas LaSota, filed a Motion for Reconsideration of the 

public reprimand issued on August 30, 2023.  

IT IS ORDERED that Disciplinary Counsel for the Commission shall prepare 

and file a response to Respondent’s motion by October 13, 2023. Disciplinary Counsel 

shall provide a copy of the Response to Respondent on or before October 13, 2023. 

Absent a request from the Commission, Respondent may not submit a written reply 

brief or any additional materials. 

Dated this 28th day of September, 2023. 
 

FOR THE COMMISSION 
 
    /s/ Christopher P. Staring 

Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 
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A copy of this order was delivered on September 28, 2023, via electronic mail, to: 
 
Hon. A. Douglas LaSota 
Apache Junction Municipal Court 
c/o Attorney J. Douglas McVay 
dougmcv@yahoo.com 
 
Respondent’s Attorney 
 
 
 
Ariel I. Worth, Esq. 
Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct 
aworth@courts.az.gov 
 
Disciplinary Counsel 
 
 
 
 
By: /s/ Kim Welch      
      Kim Welch, Commission Clerk 















 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 22-377 

Judge: A. Douglas LaSota 

Complainant: Jack D. Litwak 
 

ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT JUDGE’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 
The respondent judicial officer filed a Motion for Reconsideration of the 

Commission’s reprimand decision as set forth in its previous order. Pursuant to 
Commission Policy 23, disciplinary counsel was requested to file a response to the 
motion, and did so. 

On December 8, 2023, the Commission denied the Motion for 
Reconsideration. As provided in Commission Policy 23, the respondent judicial 
officer’s Motion for Reconsideration, disciplinary counsel’s response, and this Order 
denying the Motion for Reconsideration shall be made a part of the record that is 
posted to the Commission’s website with the other public documents (the 
Complaint, the judicial officer’s response, and the Reprimand Order). 

Commission members Denise K. Aguilar, Roger D. Barton, Louis Frank 
Dominguez, and Regina L. Nassen did not participate in the consideration of this 
matter. 

Dated: December 27, 2023 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on December 27, 2023. 




