
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 23-105 

Judge: Cele Hancock 

Complainant: Commission on Judicial Conduct 

ORDER 

A stipulation accompanying this order resolves this complaint. 

In lieu of facing formal charges of misconduct before the Commission, Judge 
Cele Hancock has resigned from office and entered into an agreement with the 
Commission that she will never again seek or accept a position involving service as 
a judicial officer in Arizona. Accordingly, the Commission takes no further action on 
this complaint and closes its file. Should Judge Hancock fail to abide by her 
agreement to never again seek or assume a judicial office in Arizona, the 
Commission will file formal charges against her or seek injunctive relief to enforce 
the terms of the agreement. 

Commission Rule 5 provides that the purpose of the judicial discipline and 
incapacity system is to protect the public and to maintain the high standards of the 
judiciary and the administration of justice. The Commission finds that the prompt 
and final resolution of this complaint, through the accompanying stipulation, serves 
the purpose of discipline. The Commission further finds that this resolution is 
sufficient to restore and maintain the dignity and honor of the judiciary and that it 
protects the public as required by Rule 5. 

The Commission’s file in this case is hereby closed pursuant to Rule 23. This 
order and accompanying stipulation, including identifying information, is 
considered public information. All other records related to this complaint remain 
confidential pursuant to Rule 9. 

Dated:  November 6, 2023 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 
 

Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on November 6, 2023. 
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