State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 23-423

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER
December 26, 2023

The Complainant alleged a superior court judge failed to report the
misconduct of another superior court judge hearing a family case.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The Commission does not have jurisdiction to overturn, amend, or remand a
judicial officer’s legal rulings. The Commission reviewed all relevant available
information and concluded there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical
misconduct in this matter. The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to
Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a).

Commission member dJoseph C. Kreamer did not participate in the
consideration of this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on December 26, 2023.
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COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE

Name: Judge’s Name:

Instructions: Use this form or plain paper of the same size to file a complaint. Describe in your own
words what you believe the judge did that constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list all of the
names, dates, times, and places that will help the commission understand your concerns. Additional
pages may be attached along with copies (not originals) of relevant court documents. Please complete one side
of the paper only, and keep a copy of the complaint for your records,

[The Hon. Judge was made aware via a motion to change judge or venue of Judge
continued misconduct. Judge was at the time the Court Presiding
Judge and had a duty to Supervise Judge . As Judge former Supervisor, Judge
has knowledge of Judge misconduct. The following pertains to this complaint.
Per The Arizona Code of Judicial Conduct:
1.) Canon 1 Rule 1.1: A Judge Shall comply with the Law, including the Judicial Code of Conduct.
2.) Canon 2 Rule 1.2: A Judge shall act at all times in @ manner that promotes public confidence in the
ndependence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance
bf impartiality. Emphasis Added to Comment 5: Actual improprieties include violations of the law, court
rules or provisions of this code.
3.) Canon 2 Rule 2.2: A judge shall uphold the law, and shall perform all duties of judicial office fairly and
impartially.
4.) Canon 2 Rule 2.12: Supervisory Duties; A Judge with supervisory authority for the performance of
other judges shall take reasonable measures to ensure that those judges properly discharge their judicial
responsibilities, including prompt disposition of matters before them.
5.) Canon 2 Rule 2.15: Responding to Judicial and Lawyer misconduct (A) A Judge having knowledge
that another judge has committed a viclation of this code that raises a substantial question regarding that
judge's honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness as a judge in other respects shall inform the appropriate
authority. (B) A judge having knowledge that a lawyer has committed a violation of the Rules of
Professional Misconduct that raises a substantial question regarding the lawyer's honesty,
trustworthiness, or fitness as a lawyer in other respects shall inform the appropriate authority. (C) A
Judge that has received information indicating a substantial likelihood that another Judge has committed
a violation of this code shall take appropriate action. (D) A Judge who receives information indicating a
substantial likelihood that a lawyer has committed a violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct shall
take appropriate action.
Comment 1.) TAKING ACTION TO ADDRESS KNOWN MISCONDUCT IS A JUDGE'S OBLIGATION.
Paragraphs (A) and (B) impose an obligation on the judge to report to the appropriate disciplinary
authority the known misconduct of another judge or a lawyer that raised a substantial question regarding
the honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness of that Judge or Lawyer. Ignoring or denying known misconduct
among one's judicial colleagues or members of the legal profession undermines a judge’s responsibility
to participate in efforts to ensure public respect for the Judicial System.
Comment 2.) A Judge who does not have actual knowledge that another judge or lawyer may have
committed misconduct, but receives information indicating a substantial likelihood of such misconduct, is
required to take appropriate action under paragraphs (C) and (D). Appropriate action may include, but is
not limited to, communicating directly with the Judge who may have violated this code, communicating
with the supervising judge, or reporting the suspected violation to the appropriate authority or other
agency or body.









