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SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA
In the Matter of:
EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN
THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
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The protection of the rights of free citizens depends upon the
existence of an independent and competent judiciary.

The task of

maintaining and improving judicial competence requires a constant
effort to meet the needs of modern society and a constantly changing
body of law.
To maintain public confidence and respect for the judicial system
it is necessary that the judges of this state maintain the highest
levels of professional competency.

To achieve this goal it is essen-

tial that the members of the judiciary be knowledgeable and skilled in
the study of the law and its development and that the judges be
trained in the art of "judging."
It is also necessary that personnel employed within the Arizona
judicial system maintain a high level of competence to assist the
judges in carrying out their responsibilities.
As the administrative authority of the state judicial system, it
is the responsibility of this court to provide the leadership and
guidance to maintain judicial competence throughout the Arizona court
system; therefore, pursuant to Article VI Section 3 of the Arizona
Constitution IT IS ORDERED that:
There is established an educational system in Arizona for all
judges and all employees of the judicial department which shall be
administered by this court through the Administrative Director of the
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Courts.
To assist the court in developing and executing the educational
system there is created the Council on Judicial Education and Training
which shall:
(1) advise this court on a continuing basis of the most
effective and practical means for establishing judicial education programs for all judges and personnel of the judicial department of Arizona;
(2) recommend to the court programs for orientation of
all new judges appointed or elected to the bench;
(3) outline a program of recommended mandatory continuing legal education for all judges and magistrates
in Arizona;
(4) recommend those educational programs given by national or regional organizations which are appropriate and suitable for attendance by judges or
other judicial personnel;
(5) recommend methods of encouraging the development of
cooperative educational programs among the various
counties and cities of the state to make the most
effective use of professional resources;
(6) approve and recommend such educational programs
submitted by judicial, public and private agencies
and educational institutions which appear to be
appropriate and helpful for judges or judicial personnel; and
(7) recommend methods of public financing of judicial
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education and training.
The council is authorized to establish such advisory committees as
it deems necessary to assist it in carrying out its responsibilities.
It is the policy of this court that all educational programs for
judicial personnel offered or conducted by any court or agency of the
judicial department be coordinated with the Administrative Director of
the Courts and that the training or course material of such programs
meet the standards established by the Council and approved by this
court.
The Council shall be composed of an appellate court judge, a trial
court judge, a judge of a court not of record, a faculty member of an
Arizona law school, an active member of the State Bar of Arizona and
two persons employed within the judicial department who are neither
judges nor lawyers.

The members of the Council shall be appointed for

two year terms by the chief justice subject to the approval of the
members of this court.
The chief justice shall designate one of the members of the Council to act as chairman.

The chairman shall preside over the proceed-

ings of the Council, appoint the members of the advisory committees
created by the Council, and periodically make reports to this court on
the activities of the Council.
The Administrative Director of the Courts shall provide administrative assistance to the Council and make available to it the services of the staff of the judicial education division.

The adminis-

trative director shall also provide such financial assistance to the
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Council as may be authorized within the court's budget.
DATED this 15th day of November, 1983.
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